












OUTDOOR ACTIVITY 

In 2020, the top aspirational activity for all 

age segments is outdoor recreation. Every 

year, participation in outdoor recreation 

continues to grow with increasing interest in 

camping, biking, birdwatching, hiking and 

kayaking. 



ADVENTURE SPORTS

Participation in adventure sports—including 

BMX, climbing and non-traditional off-road 

triathlons—continues to grow in 2019. New 

additions to programming in Bondurant may 

include a pop-up climbing wall or triathlon 

that utilizes Bondurant’s parkland and trail 

system.  



TEAM SPORTS

More and more people want to participate in 

recreation programs and activities with a 

partner, whether it be outdoor activities or 

fitness classes. Participation in team sports 

continues to grow and, at 86%, it is the 

largest category of programming offered by 

park and recreation agencies in the U.S.  

Youth are the most active participants in 

team sports at 57.1%.{21} Team sports that 

have seen increased participation over the 

last five years include baseball, field hockey, 

flag football, lacrosse, rugby and indoor 

soccer.



INCLUSIVE PROGRAMMNG 

Inclusive programming is a proactive 

approach to planning recreation programs 

that go beyond non-discrimination policies 

by actively planning for people with 

disabilities to participate. Park agencies now 

have inclusive policies to provide 

opportunities at day camps.



EVIDENCE-BASED PROGRAMS THAT 

MEASURE HEALTH

Park and recreation sites serve as more 

than just a place for recreation activity, but 

also as locations to participate in evidence-

based programs that measurably improve 

health. 











CITY CONTEXT

The City diagram illustrates 

the park location and other 

City-wide considerations. 

Key focus is put on adjacent 

parks and the ¼ mile 

distance from each.
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NEIGHBORHOOD  CONTEXT

The neighborhood diagram illustrates 

the cultural and environmental 

considerations that may relate to or 

influence any analysis or recommended 

planning options.
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NEIGHBORHOOD  CONTEXT
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PARK CONTEXT

This diagram identifies the issues directly 

adjacent to the park in relation to the built 

and natural environment. These items 

include circulation systems, land use, 

adjacent property considerations (including 

proximity and view sheds), vegetative 

systems and drainage.
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PARK, TRAIL AND GREENWAY 

MASTER PLAN

The objective of the Park, Trail and Greenway 

Master Plan is to evaluate existing parks, identify 

park and trail needs and plan for future 

improvements. The information gathered during 

this process will assist the community in 

prioritizing upcoming facilities improvements and 

budgetary costs.



Neighborhood parks are set up to serve 
people who live and work near the park.  

They are designed to meet the needs of local 
people and often include items like picnic 
tables, play equipment and lawn areas.  

Typically, park-users’ houses are within a 
five-minute walk. 

• City Park

• Mallard Pointe Park

• Gateway Park

• Renaud Ridge Park

• Wolf Creek Park

• Wisteria Heights Park

• Eagle Park

• Efnor Estates

• Lincoln Estates Park

• Cleveland Park

Specialty parks often serve a larger group 
than a neighborhood park and are designed 

to meet the needs of the community in 
consolidated areas that are programmed with 
a specific purpose in mind.  Often these have 

an athletic component and highly 
programmed areas. 

• City Park (future expanded 
programming)

• Bondurant Recreational Sports 
Complex 

• Bondurant West Soccer Complex

• Athletic Fields at Bondurant- Farrar 
Schools

Neighborhood Parks Specialty Parks



Community parks are designed to serve 
all members of the city.  They are 

usually larger, and this size allows them 
to serve as parks, as well as natural 

resource areas. Community parks may 
include elements from other types of 
parks as well. They often require off-
street parking and may necessitate 

additional facilities such as restrooms or 
shelters.  All households should be 

within one mile of a community park.

• Lake Petocka Park

Some don’t fit nicely into a 
category…

Are there other categories to 
consider?

• Bondurant Regional Trailhead 

– The Depot

• Gateway Park 

– Porch Swings and Fireflies

• Bluejay Landing Park Area

• Chichaqua Valley Trail

• Gay Lea Wilson Trail

• North Gateway Park

Community Parks



• 5 to 25 acres

• 2 acres of open space

• Playground

• Shelter

• Pathway (trail) Access

• Frontage Access (at least one

• side, preferably two sides)

• Accessibility

• Landscape

• Signage

• Tennis

• Volleyball

• Football

• Pickleball

• Splash Pad/Wading Pool

• Gardens

• Fitness/Adventure Course

• Art

• Day Lodge

• Day Camp Programing

• Expanded Picnic Opportunities

• Fully Accessible Play

• Amphitheater

• Winter Activity

o Sledding Hill

o Ice Skating

o Ice Hockey

o Snowshoe

• Environmental Activity

o Boating

o Fishing

o Bird Watching

o Nature Trails

o Other

Unique Program with Community Pull

Standard Program

• Parking for a Minimum of 

10 to 20 Stalls

• Restrooms

• Half-court Basketball

• Full-court Basketball

• Backstop/Ball Fields for 

Informal Play

• Lighting

• Additional Shelters and 

Shade Structures

• STEAM Station

Additional Program with Neighborhood Pull



Playgrounds

• Swings

• Slides

• Climbing structures

• Diggers

• Ride-on animals

• Merry-go-round

Seating

• Benches

• Picnic tables

• Bleachers

Shelters

• Big, with bathrooms 

and grills

• Small, with tables

Restrooms

Plants

• Butterfly garden

• Trees

• Flower planters

Water

• Drinking fountains

• Hydrants

Signage

• Interpretive

• Wayfinding

Lighting

• Decorative vs. not

Sports

• Basketball

• Baseball/softball?

• Soccer

• Sand volleyball

Extra

• Pet waste stations

• Trash receptacles

• Free Little Libraries

• Hope food boxes

• Bike repair station(s)

• Plaza

• Concession stand

• Bike racks

• Fishing ponds

• Workout stations

• (Future) dog park

• Trails/sidewalks

• Parking

• Open space

What’s Missing?







BUILT ENVIRONMENT (Inventory)

With an understanding of the location of the 

park (as it pertains to the City, the surrounding 

neighborhood and land directly adjacent), it 

is time to inventory the park itself starting 

with the built environment. 
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SIGNAGE GROUND

PLAY

AMENITIES

SHELTER ATHLETICS



NATURAL  ENVIRONMENT (Inventory)

This inventory identifies the land cover 

types that currently exist in this park. 
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LAWN SHADED AREA MULCH





Developing a comprehensive approach to 

public engagement is as important as the 

plan itself. Community “buy-in” is critical 

for the development of all public lands and 

especially for neighborhood parks. 

Developing public engagement strategy 

and a communication plan is a time-

sensitive and critical component to 

developing a successful project. 
Picture

Public 

engagement



The following are key phases of public engagement:

Awareness
At the beginning of the project, developing project awareness and branding is important for overall 

project familiarity and critical information gathering.

Input
Once the project is well on its way, input is critical to help guide the project and bring greater clarity to the 

“need list,” the “want list” and the “got to have it” list of park facilities. Gathering early input will help 

develop better concepts and design considerations. 

Concepts
Presenting concepts to the public helps the planning team and the community understand that the public 

is being heard and the surrounding stakeholders have greater buy-in.

Owners
Once the stakeholders and general public have seen that they were included in the project and helped 

favorably impact the development of program and concepts, ownership begins to take root.



Transition
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Our Process: 

• (Awareness) Creating content to share 

on the City website and on social media

• (Input) Stakeholder meetings with key 

user groups

• (Input/Concepts) Virtual Open House #1

• (Concepts/Ownership) Virtual Open 

House #2

• Final Deliverables

Key Considerations:

• _____________

• _____________

• _____________





CASE STUDY

City Park is a 2.22-acre Community Park and 

most centrally located park in Bondurant.

Park Program (Facilities)
• Flexible open space

• Shelter 

• Basketball court

• Playground

• Construction Cost:  $TBD (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $TBD per SF  or  $TBD per acre
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CASE STUDY

Central Park is a 3.76-acre Community Park. 

Central Park is home to the Thursday & Saturday 

Farmers Market that runs spring through fall and 

Thursday Music in the Park during the summer 

months.

Park Program (Facilities)
• Flexible open space

• Shelter to accommodate 50+ people (medium gatherings)

• Splash pad

• Amphitheater

• Playground

• Site lighting

• Signage

• Integrated art

• Construction Cost:  $3,750,000 (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $22.90 per SF  or  $997,340 per acre

Pictures of 

Similar Parks 









CASE STUDY

Precedence Park, a 3.54-acre park, is a passive 

park providing a meandering lawn with both 

natural and gardenesque landscaping. This park 

provides a more passive experience than its sister 

park, Dean Park.   

Park Program (Facilities)
• Flexible open space

• Shelter to accommodate 36 people (small gatherings)

• Trail and sidewalk connection

• Site lighting

• Formal garden

• Signage

• Integrated art

• Construction Cost:  $1,355,000 (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $5.48 per SF  or  $382,768 per acre

Pictures of 

Similar Parks 





Pictures of 

Similar Parks 

CASE STUDY

Dean Park is a 1.67-acre neighborhood park that 

provides both active and passive recreational 

opportunities.  

Park Program (Facilities)
• Flexible open space

• Shelter to accommodate 50 people (medium gatherings)

• Trail and sidewalk connection

• Splash play

• Playground

• ½-court basketball

• Site signage

• Integrated art

• Construction Cost:  $1,303,000 (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $17.92 per SF  or  $780,240 per acre





CASE STUDY

Bayliss Park, a 4.29-acre park, is a passive park 

providing a fountain serving as a focal point. This 

park is a community park located in downtown 

Council Bluffs.     

Inventory
• Fountain

• Formal garden

• Terrace

• Shelter to accommodate 36 people (small gatherings)

• Trail and sidewalk connection

• Site lighting

• Formal garden

• Signage

• Integrated art

• Construction Cost:  $3,115,000 (2005) / $5,890,000 (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $31.23 per SF  or  $1.38M per acre 

Pictures of 

Similar Parks 





CASE STUDY

Thompson Park is a 4.25-acre community park 

with spaces for gathering, playing, relaxing, 

working and more, right in the heart of Downtown 

Overland Park.

Inventory
• Two open-air shelters

• New restrooms

• Performance stage

• Seating areas

• Outdoor working space with Wi-Fi

• Playground (climbing structure and water play area)

• “On-street parking improvements.  

• Signage

• Integrated art

• Construction Cost:  $3,742,753 (2021)

• Cost per:  SF $20.22 per SF  or  $880,647 per acre 

Pictures of 

Similar Parks 















































A summary of what the group discussed:

POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

1. Amphitheater

2. Open Space 

3. Shelter Space

4. (Nature) Playground

5. Basketball Court

6. Splash 

7. Farmer’s Market/Public Events

8. Walking Paths

NOT SO POSITIVE FEEDBACK 

1. Bocce Court

2. Disc Golf

3. Greenhouse 

4. Pump Track/Skateboarding 

5. Labyrinth 

6. Fire Features 

7. Tennis

8. Volleyball































|   INITIAL FORM STUDY   |

A B C D



|   CONTINUED STUDY w/ PROGRAM   |

A B C D













POTENTIAL VIEW FROM NE

POTENTIAL VIEW FROM SEPOTENTIAL VIEW FROM SW







POTENTIAL VIEW FROM NE

POTENTIAL VIEW FROM NWPOTENTIAL VIEW FROM SW





OPTION 1

|  focus amphitheater & open space  |

OPTION 2

|  focus on play |

OPTION 3

|  focus on sport courts  |



OPTION 1

|  focus amphitheater & open space  |

OPTION 2

|  focus on play |

OPTION 3

|  focus on sport courts  |

We now have a great opportunity to reflect upon community priorities and understand 

what the essence of the City Park wants to be! Options are flexible and will continue to 

change as we develop the final Master Plan. 
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